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Regional distribution of natural disasters (1993-2002)
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Distribution of people killed (1993-2002)
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Hydro-meteorological and geophysical disasters
(1993-2002)
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South Asia
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Hazards of nature

Largest, youngest and most
se1smic active mountain system

Largest non -polar glacial
deposits melting due to effects
of global warming

Heavy rainfall and high silt load

on water bodies causing
recurrent flood over large areas

Larger area facing droughts due
to scanty rainfall and depleting
ground water level

12000 km coasthine and many

1slands threatened by cyclones,
storm surge and sea level rise




Regional dimensions of disasters

Every major disaster m South Asia 1s regional m nature and
can be dealt with effectively only in a regional framework
Earthquake of By damaged bmldings in Karachi;
earthquake of Pakistan devastated parts of India

Floods m north India and Bangladesh have their onigin in
Nepal and Bhutan

Cyclones of Bay of Bengal affect coasts of India and
Bangladesh, cyclones of Arabian Sea Iut India and Pakistan

Indian Ocean Tsunam caused devastation m four out of eight
South Asian countnies.

Sea water rise would submerge large parts of India and
Bangladesh, S Lanka and Maldives

Glacial melts m Himalayas would create serious problems n
large parts of Incha, Nepal Bhutan




Layers of vulnerabilities

With 23% of world population, South Asia produces
only 1.3% of world income

40% of world poor (500 million) live in South Asia
Half of malnourished children belong to South Asia

46% of world 1illiterates also belong to South Asia

South Asia has the lowest sex ratio reflecting deeply
rooted gender discrimination in society

1.4 billion people of South Asia is still growing at
more than 2% per annum

Unplanned urban areas growing at faster rate of

4.5% per annum creating further layer of urban
vulnerabilities




Impact of disasters

» Causes huge loss of life and property -
estimated GDP loss range between 2 to 20%
and revenue loss between 12 to 66%

* Erodes hard earned gains of development

 Divert scarce resources to relief and
rehabilitation

* Agpgravates poverty and causes distress to
more vulnerable groups - women, children,

aged and disabled
* Aggravates fragile eco-system of the region
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Hazard Vulnerabllity in India
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